Senator Joe Manchin

A 3-Point Plan to Fight Drug Abuse

Drug abuse has reached a crisis point in West Virginia, which now suffers from the highest rate of drug
overdose deaths - nearly 90 percent of which are connected to prescription drug abuse. Whether drugs
come from "pill mills" that flood the market with prescription drugs, bath salts sold on the shelves or
synthetic marijuana, the problem is becoming national in scope and leaders must work together to fix it.

Senator Manchin is proposing a 3-point anti drug abuse strategy that includes critical measures that would
combat drug abuse at the federal level, including banning bath salts and synthetic marijuana and increasing
penalties for running “pill mills.”

Stopping Pill Mills

Prescription drug abuse, while not a new problem, has risen dramatically in recent years, including in West
Virginia.

According to the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, the use of prescription drugs for non-
medical reasons is the fastest growing drug problem in the country, and the second-most common form of
illicit drug abuse among U.S. teenagers.

To address the prescription drug abuse crisis in West Virginia, Senator Manchin is introducing the Pill Mill
Crackdown Act of 2011, to correspond with a similar bill in the U.S. House of Representatives. The
legislation would significantly increase penalties (including prison terms and fines) for pill mill operators
and make hydrocodone more difficult to obtain.

Specifically, the bill would:

* Toughen federal penalties for Pill Mill operators by doubling the prison sentence from 10 to 20
years and tripling the fine from $1 million to $3 million.

* Stipulate that assets seized from violators be used to: fund drug monitoring databases in the
states; fund Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) enforcement actions against pill mills;
and, support drug treatment programs within the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration. The DEA last month seized an estimated $2.5 million in illicit assets owned by
pill mill owners in South Florida.

* Reclassify hydrocodone combination drugs (one of the most addictive and dangerous drug
mixtures) to make them Schedule II drugs, which are more difficult to prescribe and obtain.



Banning Bath Salts

In the last two years, there has also been a drastic increase in the manufacture and recreational use of
substances that are sold as “bath salts.” These powerful chemical substances are meant to mimic illegal
drugs like cocaine.

“Bath salts” are crystallized chemicals that contain the dangerous substances “mephedrone” and “MDPV.”
They can be injected, snorted, smoked, or even swallowed. Users experience powerful effects that include
hallucinations, paranoia, and delusions, as well as severe increases in blood pressure and heart rates.

Under the Controlled Substances Act, drugs that are subject to abuse and can have harmful effects are
classified and regulated according to five schedules that are based on their potential for abuse and
medicinal usage. Schedule I controlled substances are those that have no legitimate medical use, and their
distribution or sale in the United States is illegal.

Senator Manchin is co-sponsoring legislation that would make the sale and distribution of the dangerous
substances found in fake bath salts illegal by adding them to the list of Schedule I controlled substances
under the Controlled Substances Act:

» S.409, the Combating Dangerous Synthetic Stimulants Act, would ban “mephedrone” and
“MDPV,” found in fake bath salts.

Eliminating Synthetic Drugs

Synthetic marijuana is generally produced by spraying dried plants with various chemical compounds,
resulting in a potent high similar to that of cocaine, methamphetamines, or LSD. The drug can cause intense
seizures, along with hallucinations and suicidal thoughts.

This type of fake drug is particularly dangerous because they are available in stores, and users therefore
tend to underestimate their powerful effects.

Senator Manchin is co-sponsoring legislation that would make the sale and distribution of the dangerous
substances found in fake marijuana illegal by adding them to the list of Schedule I controlled substances
under the Controlled Substances Act:

= S.605, the Dangerous Synthetic Drug Control Act, would ban cannabimimetic agents, or
synthetic substances that imitate marijuana.



